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EDINBURGH THEATRE 


SERIOUSLY CONSIDERED. 


F the many improvements our country has 
of late received, none ought to ſtrike the 
breaſt of a North- Britiſh patriot with fo 
ſenſible a pleaſure, as the amazing progreſs 


we have made in cultivating a taſte for amuſements 


and diverſions. 3 

Some years ago the puppet-ſhow, exhibiting a live- 
ly repreſentation of Docter Fauſtus and the Devil, the 
Babes of the wood and Robin Redbreaſt, were the fa- 
ſhionable entertainments of our fine ladies and gentle- 


men. In that happy period, the jokes of facetious 


Punch, who had long been obliged to retail his wit to 


the noiſy rabble of a country - fair, were liſtened to, 
with the higheſt ſatisfaction, by the moſt T au- 


dience. To him ſucceeded the ſeven wonders of the 


world, from the wooden plates of Henry Overton ; 


the dancing bear; the wonderful rhinoceros, and 
arithmetical dog; who were all in their turn honoured 
with crouded houſes of the Beau monde. And now, to 
complete our happineſs, the tuba of the ancients (in 
plain Engliſh a trumpet), which proclaimed the arri- 
val of theſe entertaining > ens Houriſhes the en- 


try 


2 ; 
try of a mighty monarch, or ſounds the charge to a 
bloody battle on the ſtage. 
That ſuch public ſpectacles, and particularly ſtage. 
plays, are of the utmoſt conſequence to the welfare of 
every nation, has been allowed by moſt writers, who 
have duly conſidered the ſubject, either in a moral or 
political light. After their example, I ſhall endea- 
vour to ſhow, with brevity, and yet I hope with per- 
ſpicuity enough to convince the candid and ingenious 
reader, that the encouragement given to theatrical en- 
tertainments amongſt us, is the ſource of numberleſs 
bleſſings to this once deſpiſed, but now flouriſhing 
cn 
| Phat from the theatre the WEALTH of every o- 
pulent city is principally derived, the {lighteſt reflec- 
tion may convince every unprejudiced perſon. 'To 
aſs over the more remote examples of Greece and 
Rowe: what reaſon can be fo juſtly aſſigned for the 
riches and ſplendor of London, that great metropolis, 
but that when moſt of the other cities and towns of 
Great Britain have no theatre, and ſome few but one, 
Me enjoys the ſuperior privilege of two royal ones? 
Some little - minded people have, I know, falſely in- 
ſinuated, that her wealth flows from the genius, the 
activity, and induſtry of the inhabitants; without ad- 
verting, that where buſineſs brings one to town, idle- 
neſs in poſſeſſion of money, and the pleaſures of the 
theatre, bring twenty. To come nearer home, who 
are the beſt cuſtomers to the doctors, the kirk - treaſu- 
rer, and to our taverns, but the ſeveral parties made 
at the concert- hall? Theſe, beyond queſtion, con- 
ſume the great quantities of wine, ſpirits, and beer, 
from the conſumption of which articles the good town's 
revenue is ſo prodigiouſly increaſed. 


Not to mention the quantity of paint, Qc. furniſh- 
| | ed 


ed by our ſhopkeepers to lacker over the wan com- 

lexions of half -· ſtarved heroes, and tawny necks of 
2 heroines; what a number of mercers, man- 
tua - makers, milliners, hair. dreſſers, peruke-makers, 
woollen-drapers, and their retainers, does the theatre, 
in a great meaſure, ſupport? Are not hundreds of 
brawny chairmen (who otherwiſe would be obliged 


q to apply themſelves to ſome mechanic or handicraft) 
enabled, 
neſs? That it is an advantage to a nation, to have a 


number of its hands beſt qualified for labour, kept 
| yur idle, or what with reſpect to the public is the 


by the ſame means, to eat the bread of idle- 


ame, only miniſtring to the luxury of others, a cele- 
brated eſſay-writer has of late ſufficiently proved. 

The conſtant attendance the young gentlemen of 
the law, thoſe hopes of their country, and true reſto- 
rers of ancient eloquence, give to the entertainments 
of the theawe, ſufficiently ſhows from whence they 
have catched that fire of elocution, that juſtneſs of 
action, and every other oratorial grace, ſo conſpicuous 
in their daily pleadings. _ 

The univerlity too (whatever ſome of its pragmati- 
cal profeſſors, who have imbibed narrow principles, 
may think) finds the encouragement given to the 
theatre turn greatly to its account. How rapid a pro- 
greſs do the young gentlemen, ſtudents make through 
the literary courſe, when, inſtead of poring their eyes 
out with midnight · lucubrations, the old-faſhioned way 


of coming by knowledge, they repair to the playhouſe, 


that ſeminary of wit, criticiſm, and knowledge, 
whence they receive a freſh recruit of ſpirits, to be 
expended on to-morrow's hard ſtudy ? 

Iay we not alſo flatter ourſelves with the hopes, 
that our promiſing young clergy, freed at length from 


the tramels of Preſbyterian ſtiffneſs, which have fo 


A 42 long 


long and fo miſerably cramped every ſublimer genius 
of our church, will now ſet about the improvement of 


e age by transfuſing the flowery · buſkined 


rhetoric of the ſtage into the ſolemn harangues of the 
pulpir? This reformation, I confeſs, is yet in its 
early dawn ; but a conſtant attendance on dramatic en- 
tertainments, which, I hope, our ſprightly reformers 
are fully reſolved upon, will ſoon bring it to its me- 
ridian glory. Thy modeſt merit, O DouGLas author! 
as the Caledonian Mercury of December 4. has moſt 
emphatically phraſed it, and the free and undaunted 
ſpirit of thy friends and brethren C—/—/e and 
Fe, deſerve a large tribute of gratitude from your 
_ obliged country: while B—x—ne and R—b——1 
ſhrunk back behind the ſcenes, you bravely fought 
your way to the forbidden box. Such honoured 
names ſhall ſwell the trump of fame, when thoſe of 
your bigotted oppoſers ſha]l be buried in oblivion. 


We have now ſeen learning greatly promoted, the 


ſpirit of ancient eloquence revived, our induſtry quick- 
ened, our wealth increaſed, and the national taſte 
much refined, by the noble entertainments of the 
ſtage : but as theſe are only the well-known advanta- 
ges of the theatre in general, it ſeems proper to add 
ſome of the many adyantages peculiar to our own pro- 

r theatre. 58 

It was erected originally on a very charitable plan, 
to maintain actors who could gain their bread no where 
elſe; and, in purſuance of the ſame plan, is now 
become the aſylum of plays baniſhed from other 
| theatres. With us even DougGLas, deſpiſed and 


friendleſs as he is, finds hearts and purſes open to re- 

ceive him. i : 

Ass ſuch a ſtage affords the beſt opportunity of ſhew- 

ing our Chriſtian compaſſion to the poor and afflicted, 
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it demonſtrates what 1 ſtill more agreeable, our Chri- 
ſtian fortitude, in oppoſing the law of the land. While 
the followers of Garrick can enjoy at beſt only the 
inſipid pleaſure of a licenſed theatre, we reliſh all the 
pleaſures of forbidden fruir. | . 

Here too, as a late author juſtly obſerves, “ the 
« happy mixture of ſenatorial robes, and ſacerdotal 
« veſtments, with the gay cloathing of the fair aſſem- 
e bly, adds ſeverity to ſprightlineſs, and corrects the 
« levity of faſhion.” In one box, we ſee the Divine 


unbending his pious mind, worn out with meditation 
and prayer; and in another, the I ge, oppreſſed 


with the cares of the be —h, regaining his loſt ſpirits. 
Let Drury-lane and Covent-garden boaſt of ſuch illu- 
ſtrious characters exhibited in real life, and then vie 
with Edinburgh theatre. . 
Another advantage peculiar to the NVorth-Britiſb 
ſtage is not ſo well known, but no leſs true. To this 
we owe the cure of that dark and deſperate wound gi- 
ven through David's ſides to the liberty of the preſs. 
The public need not now lament the ſuppreſſion of 
his celebrated eſſay on the lawfulneſs of ſuicide: This 
is more beautifully repreſented in the character of La- 
ay Barnet, who throws herſelf over a rock with more 
than Roman courage. Nor need we mourn the loſs of 
his incomparable treatiſe on the mortality of the ſoul, 
while viewing Glenalven nobly riſking eternal fire. 
It is hoped the next production of our Reverend au- 
thor will ſolace us too for the want of the*Squire's third 
and laſt eſſay, on the advantages of adultery, that we 
may have a complete triumph over the impotent walice 
of the late Chr and the B—p of L——», who 
murdered theſe eſſays in cold blood. | 

To this I might add, what is alſo of ſome conſe- 


quence : Our players are no mercenary hirelings ; they 
a 


1 * 
act from the moſt Iſintereſted regard to the good of 
mankind, without fee or reward. The richer part of 
the audience pay, tis true, the fidlers; but the poor- 
er ſort, ſtudents and apprentices, Sc. have the bene- 


fit of free tickets, when their own and their maſters | 


money 1s exhauſted. | 
There is another advantage that may be reaped from 
our ſtage, of greater importance to the good town than 
any of the foregoing; which is in ſhort this, to ſave 
the whole revenue of her clergy. When the inhabi- 
tants have an opportunity, three times a-week at leaſt, 
to hear, and gratis too, the pure goſpel of Shakeſpear, 
of Sopho, and St David, is it not ridiculous, and 
contrary to every rule of uu policy, to ſquander a- 
way ſome thouſand _ , in maintaining above a 
ſcore of pragmatical fellows, merely to retail the an- 
tiquated goſpel of St: Matthew or St Fohn, to ſpeak 


evil of dignities, and bring a railing accuſation againſt | 


4 


their worthy reforming brethren ? 

It cannot be pretended that public worſhip is neceſ- 
ſary of a Sunday, to paſs away a few hours in ſeeing 
and being ſeen, which might otherwiſe lie heavy up- 
on the hands of our fine ſadies and gentlemen; Ge 
they have already agreed to divide the whole day be- 
tween Mrs F—p's at P—ft—n-p—ns, the gaming- 
table, the tavern, and the drawing- room; and as to 
the manufacturers and day-labourers, c. they are 


to be allowed, you know, the uſe of fire · arms, at the 


deſire of the c mm n of the k—k, for the duc 
ſanctification of the Sabbath. | 


The good Dean's argument for ſupporting the cler · 


gy, in order to preſerve our breed ſound and entire, 
does not apply to the preſent cafe; becauſe it is not 
intended to ſet aſide that order of men in general: 
my propoſal comprehends only the parſons of this 

City 


f 
£ 


eity and ſuburbs, whoſe pariſhioners can without in- 


| conveniency attend the playhouſe: and if any defi- 


ciency ſhould happen as to the numbers of mankind, 
from the want of theſe able-bodied divines, the Rd 


Mr ce may be appointed to move in the Edin- 


burgh or ſelect ſociety, that a certain ſum ſhould be 
annually given, by way of premium, tothe clergyman, 
married or unmarried, (u being always underſtood 
of a ſound and wholeſome conſtitution), who ſhall, on 


che firſt day of Fanuary, produce to the ſociety, of his 
J own proper begetting during the currency of the pre- 


ceding year, the greateſt number of males, and ano- 
ther premium to the clergyman who ſhall produce the 
greateſt number of females, under the conditions and 
proviſions above mentioned. — 
To this propoſal J cannot figure any objection, but 
the difficulty that theſe brethren might find in maintain- 
ing their numerous iſſue ; which will ſoon be happily 
obviated by the foundling-hoſpital to be erected here. 
I have hitherto ſaid little or nothing concerning the 


J morality of our ſtage. This is done to great advan- 


tage by a more maſterly hand, who, with the aſliſtance 
of Douglas, has proved it to be the only ſchool of 
virtue. In this matchleſs play, where the mighty mat- 
ter matches the mighty mind, young ladies are taught 
to draw the vail of matrimony over the misfortunes of 
their unguarded hours; young enſigns and lawyers to 
ſwear in a manly Chriſtian ſtyle, (By the blood of the 
croſs, and the wounds of him who died for us on the 
accurſed tree, ſounds gloriouſly); and what ſeems more 
praiſe-worthy, old bawds are taught to pray with divine 
eloquence. He knew nothing of the exalted devo- 
tion of this enlightened age, who thought, that from 
the ſame mouth bleſſing and curfing ſhould not proceed. 


From this ſpecimen of the new doctrine of our ftage, 
| | It 


8 
it appears unqueſtionably good; and the practical part 
1s pap bes Players Ce no dry, * <a 
raliſts; they bring all home in a warm application 
and ſhow by example, the beſt teacher, how every 
man and every woman ought to be fruitful in good 
works. | 

This will account in ſome meaſure for the late op- 
poſition of the p—b—ies of E—h and Gt to the 
cnteftainments of the ſtage. They talk like H- of 
the innate beauty of moral virtue, but don't love the 
applicatory part, which is Mrs W/—4'*s chief accom- 
pliſhment. But however they may differ with the fe- 
male preacher in this trifling punctilio, it is hoped they 
will have ſome compaſſion on the M—n—g—rs, who 

have exhauſted their ſmall ſtock in ſupporting a needy 
brother. They would not willingly, 1 dare ſay, ſend 
theſe brave adventurers to the devil; why then would 
they drive them to the abbey, which they dread a great 
deal more? The diſintereſted will allow, that it is far 
more becoming gentlemen of their humanity and cloth, 
to join in the ſcheme I am now to propoſe for ren- 
dering our theatre {till more beneficial, 

It has grieved me, and muſt be a matter of ſerious 
deep concern to every well-wiſher of his country, that 
our theatre, the ſource of ſo many advantages, ſhould 
be wholly ſupplied with actors from England. We have 
Scotſmen who now actually brew porter, an Engliſh 
drink; others there are who can fatten hogs, and 
make bacon, though originally of Eugliſb invention; 
and if theſe inſtances ſhould not be thought ſo appli- 
cable, we have eſſay and play writers: Why then 
ſhould we not furniſh our ſtage with actors from our 
own country? ; : 

It was certainly an omiſſion inthe ſociety inſtituted at 
Edinburgh, for the encouragement of arts, manufac- 
rures, 


tures, and agriculture, not to aſſign a premium to the 
young Divine, PHTSICIAN, Lawyer, or Mtx- 
CHANT, who ſhould have ſpirit to renounce the drud- 
gery of his profeſſion, to embrace the more ſprightly, 
uſeful and honourable profeſſion of ſtage-playing, 
The ſociety will doubtleſs take the hint here given, 
and correct the omiſſion in their next publication of 
premiums. = | 5 

That our country abounds with original actors, to 


naturally fall to be ailigned, I appeal to the Honour- 
able the G—tl—m—n M—n—g—rs, and to their 
Lord High Treaſurer, 1hough laſt, not leaſt in our e- 


ly If in whoſe unblemiſhed intentions to ſerve the public, I 
id truſt that my propoſal will, after due conſideration, be 


Id A proved of, and executed as they in their wiſdom 
al 15 judge proper. | 
4 Objections may be raiſed as to the difficulty of exe- 


cuting my ſcheme: And to what ſcheme, however 
uſeful, may not plauſible objections be raiſed ? 
Some will be afraid, that if Mr Digges, with his 


15 © mimic-train, ſhould be diſmiſſed, we may run a hazard 


of being deprived altogether of theatrical entertain- 
d ments. Had I the leaſt apprehenſion of this propoſal 
2 being productive of ſo dreadful a conſequence, I 
ſhould be the firſt man to oppoſe it. For if that 
d ſhould happen, (which Heaven avert), the final ca- 
5 F raſtrophe of this nation would be faſt approaching. 
Then, and not ſooner, ſhould the good citizens of 
nj Edinburgh aſſemble themſelves, and humbly addreſs 
| their ſovereign, That out of pity to his loyal ſubjects, 

he would graciouſly pleaſe to order a detachment or 
at | his merry ſervants, from either of the theatres, royal, 
= forthwith to repair to this his ancient city, and there, 


Sy B | . by 


whom the principal characters in our beſt plays would 


ſteem; whoſe patronage I here humbly implore, and 


hege mn N 


e "0 x 
oy force of muſic, mimicry, and farce, to diſpel all 
gloomy apprehenſions from the minds of his harmleſs 
and well-meaning ſubjects. But no ſuch chimerical 
fear torments me. I ſee many worthy candidates for 
the principal characters of every play. 
For inſtance, can ever a Ranger be wanted, when 
every young fellow, of a genteel perſon, and diſſolute 
' Morals, may have an opportunity, by appearing in that 
favourite character, of making himſelf the darling of 
the women, and envy of the men? Do you want a Sir 
Fobn Brute? ſeveral fine women could, and 1 dare 
ſay with juſtice, recommend their huſbands as perfect 
maſters of that character. The family of Wrong- 


heads are not wholly confined to England; we have 


our Wrongbeads as well as they, and doubtleſs ſome 
of ours have made their journies to London too. 

I never had the pleaſure of being entertained with 
that reſpectful family on our ſtage, but I could ſee 
that Squire Richard had ſeveral gaping brothers-ger- 


man among the audience. Whether we could furniſh 


out a Miſs Jenny of our own, the high regard I have 


for the preſent race of accompliſhed beauties, forbids 
me poſitively to affirm. Say, courteous reader, when 
did thy eye ſurvey the ſtreets or coffeehouſes of this 
populous city, and not preſent thee with a portly fi- 
gure, in ſhape, ſize, and weight, a proper repreſenta- 
tive of the humorous Sir Fobn Falſtaßf? 

As to fops, prudes, and coquettes, we need give our- 


ſelves no trouble; theſe are the natives of moſt coun- 


tries, they play over their parts in moſt drawing-rooms. 
In ſhort, were it not that I hate being perſonal, even 
in praiſe, I could point out a number of diverting ori- 
ginals, who, could they be perſuaded, for the good of 
their country, only to ſhow themſelves on the ſtage, 
their very figures and features would give more en- 

N tertainment, 


FEI : 
tertainment, and to more crouded audiences too, than 
ever Stamper gave in Scrub, or Love in Falſtaff. 
One thing, however, I am aware of, which the 
G—tl—m—n M—n—g-rs, ſhould they approve of 
my ſcheme, will ſtudy to remedy, And it is this: As 
there may be ſeveral candidates for playing the ſame 
character, it may happen that their critical judgment 


may be puzzled to beſtow it on the moſt deſerving. 


Suppoſe, and the ſuppoſition is far from being unnatu- 
ral, that the college of phyſicians ſhould take it into 
their heads, at — of that learned body pro re 
nata convened, to diſpute, which of their members 
ſhould be honoured with playing the Mock Doctor: 
In this caſe, the claims of the different contending 
parties might be ſo equally balanced, that it would be 
difficult to determine the preference, otherwiſe than by 
the decifion of chance, or giving the character to eve- 
ry member of the college by rotation, in the ſame 
manner as they take the infirmary at preſent. | 
Competitions for theatrical fame, that may ariſe a- 
mongſt the members of the other learned and R 
communities of this city, muſt be determined in ſimi- 


lar caſes by the ſame rule. 


Thus 1 have touched at a few principal characters 
of the drama, to ſhow that my ſcheme is practicable: 
to give more inſtances, would only tire the ingenious 
reader's patience; who, I dare ſay, will find it no diffi- 


cult matter to ſupply our ſtage from the circle of his 


acquaintance, with more original entertaining actors, 
than have hitherto trode it in ſock or buſkin. 

1 profeſs, with more ſincerity than moſt of my 
brethren propoſal-writers, that I have no perſonal in- 
tereſt in endeayouring to promote the reformation of 
our ſtage. A nobler motive influences my heart, and 
directs my pen; the love of virtue, and of my country. 


To 


d 


12 

To increaſe her wealth, to quicken the induſtry of her 
inhabitants, to feed the poor, to divert the 5115 to in- 
fuſe a ſpirit for the mitnie · art into her pro miſing ſons, 
were the ſole motives of my writing. The inward 
ſatisfaction ariſing from a conſciou neſs of 
the public welfare, is all the reward J expect, and 

indeed the higheſt I could receive. 
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